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Francis Marion National Forest 

• Build a common understanding  

• Talk about what we have done  

• Describe ways you can be involved! 

• Discuss Assessment findings  

• How to provide feedback and the kind 
of feedback that is useful  

 

Objectives 
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Francis Marion National Forest 

Cities and counties have 
residential areas, commercial 
areas, mixed-use areas  

– national forests  ALSO have 
areas  for different  mixes of uses. 

What is a Forest Plan? 
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Cities and Counties have land use plans  
– so do national forests! 
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Francis Marion Forest Plan 

1996 Plan 
 

• Hurricane Hugo 
hits SC in 1989 

 

• Emphasis on 
recovery from 
the hurricane 

Hurricane Hugo 
Imagery 



Current Land Management Plan 
dates from 1996 
- Three Amendments 

 
  Time to take a fresh 

look … 



A True Success Story! 

Photo by: Martjan Lamertink 
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Year 

Francis Marion Active Cluster Trends 
(1990-2012) 

Series2
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Challenges for the Future 

Photos by: Mark Danaher and Ricky Wrenn 
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Cogongrass Infestation on the Francis Marion NF,

following initial herbicide treatment (2007)



New Directions for Revising Plans in 
Place as of April 9, 2012 

Assess 
Existing 

Condition and 

Trends 

Identify 

How the existing 

Plan might need 

to change 

Develop 

Revised 

Plan 

Implement 

and Monitor 

Results 
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Francis Marion NF Plan Revision Process Timeline 

Assess the Existing 
Condition? 

What would the 
trends be with the 

current plan? 

Assessment 
Report 

Completed 

Identify “Need 
for Change” in 

the Current 
Forest Plan  

Develop a 
Proposed Plan 

and Alternatives 
(2013) 

Analyze Effects, 
Publish Draft 

EIS/Plan (2014) 

Public 
Review of 
Draft EIS 

(45-day 
comment 

period) 

Respond to 
Comments/ 

Finalize Plan and 
EIS 

Objections 
Process 

Decision 

Implementation 
and Monitoring 

NEPA Process 

Spring - 
Summer 

2013 

Late 
Summer- 
Fall 2013 

Late Fall 
2013-

Summer 
2014 

Fall 
2014 – 
Winter 
2015 

Spring 
2015-

Winter 
2016 

Dates are estimated and subject to change DRAFT 
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Working Together 
What we have done 
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Working Together 
What we have learned 

Protect and enhance the unique natural features 
o Longleaf pine ecosystem 
o Stands of bald cypress 
o Historical areas 
o Abundant wildlife 

• Improve our quality of life 
• Nature-based recreation experiences 
• Livelihood 

• Share resources with partners 
• Respond to Challenges 
• Reach out to sponsored meetings 
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Assessment 

Social, economic & ecological conditions: 

• Existing information 

• Trends & Drivers 

• Data Gaps  

• Best available scientific information 
 

The assessment report is not a decision 
document 

 

 

Assess 
Existing 

Condition and 

Trends 



Next Step - Working Together 

 “How is current national forest management 
affecting the conditions and trends of the 
resources and uses?” 

Fall 
2013 

• Resource or Use Specific Meetings (TBD) 
• Possible electronic collaboration 

opportunities 

How the existing 

Plan might need 

to change 
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Working Together 
 
 

Listening Sessions - under development 
• Collaboration Strategy to make the plan 

revision more meaningful to minorities, low-
income, youth 

• Required Forest Plan component “Connecting 
People to Nature” 
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Other Opportunities 
for Public Input 

Fall 2013-
Winter 2014 



Third Step - Working Together 

Fall 2013-
Winter 2014 

Participants will work together to figure 
out how this will be accomplished 

Develop 

Revised Plan 

Product we can all live with that is also 
implementable 
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Comments & 
Changes 

Winter/Spring 2015 

FS works Spring-Summer 2014 

FS works Summer 2015 

Working 
Together 

Working 
Together 

Fourth Step - Working Together 

Draft 
Revised 
Plan/EIS 

Final 
Revised 
Plan/EIS 



Planning Rule Guidance 
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ECOLOGICAL 

ECONOMIC 

SOCIAL 
 

SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT 

Sustainability 

Model 



Ecological Sustainability & Integrity 
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Ecological sustainability refers to the capability of 
ecosystems to maintain ecosystem integrity 
 

Ecological integrity – The condition of an 
ecosystem when its dominant ecological 
characteristics occur within the natural range of 
variation and can withstand and recover from most 
perturbations imposed by natural environmental 
dynamics or human influence. 
 



Social & Economic Sustainability 
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•Social sustainability  
support the network of relationships, traditions, 
culture, and activities that connect people to the 
land and to another, and support vibrant 
communities. 

•Economic sustainability  
produce and consume or otherwise benefit from 
goods and services including contributions to jobs 
and market and nonmarket benefits; 

 



HELP PLAN THE FOREST’S FUTURE 


